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Safe and profitable investments 

Jesus said to his disciples, “For that reason I tell you, stop worrying about your life, about what you will eat, or about your 
body, what you will wear. 23 Certainly life is more than food, and the body is more than clothing. 24 Consider the ravens: 
They do not sow or reap; they have no warehouse or barn; and yet God feeds them. How much more valuable are you 
than birds! 25 And who of you by worrying can add a single moment to his lifespan? 26 Since you are not able to do this 
little thing, why do you worry about the rest? 27 Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not labor or spin. But I tell 
you, not even Solomon in all his glory was dressed like one of these. 28 If this is how God clothes the grass in the field, 
which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, how much more will he clothe you, you of little faith? 29 Do 
not constantly chase after what you will eat or what you will drink. Do not be worried about it. 30 To be sure, the nations of 
the world chase after all of these things, but your Father knows that you need them. 31 Instead, continue to seek the 
kingdom of God, and all these things will be added to you. 32 Do not be afraid, little flock, because your Father is pleased 
to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give to the needy. Provide money bags for yourselves that do not 
become old, a treasure in the heavens that will not fail, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

 —Luke 12:22-34 

I’m not a financial advisor, but I have learned a few things over the years about investing.  One of the things that I know is 
that you need to set certain goals before you invest.  You ask various questions like “How are we going to prepare for our 
children’s education?  What do we think we will need for retirement?  What’s the economy going to be like?  What are the 
tools we are going to use to invest our finances?” Even though you may not see the immediate results of your 
investments, you stay focused. You stay at it.  

I also know that there is a certain amount of risk involved in investing, or at least there could be a risk.  I suppose if you 
would stick your money in a safe in your house that would be a pretty safe investment.  At least you would know where 
your money is, right?  But it’s not very profitable, is it?  It’s not going to grow. However, you don’t want to be wildly risky 
that you could lose everything.  I mean I suppose you could invest your money in a single company stock, and that could 
be highly profitable.  But I don’t think it’s very safe, especially if the company tanks. So, when we invest, we try to make 
that balance, don’t we?  We try to balance investments that are going to be safe as well as profitable.  Wouldn’t it be great 
if you could invest in something that is both absolutely safe (you’re not going to lose out on anything), and in something 
that is absolutely profitable (your investment is going to grow)?  Wouldn’t that be great? 

Well, Jesus gives us an avenue for such an investment.  He gives you a way to invest in something that is both safe and 
profitable. This is what Jesus says: “Provide money bags for yourselves that do not become old, a treasure in the 
heavens that will not fail, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys” (Luke 12:33). Those are the kind of 
investments that are both safe and profitable. You see, I want something that is going to last.  I want something that can 
never be taken away or destroyed. Don’t you? If we look out into the world, what do we see? We see so many things that 
are breakable or steal-able.  I happened to look at my investments over the past few months; let me just say that it didn’t 
look good. There is only one way to make an investment that is both safe and profitable. The only way to do that is to 
invest in things that are not of this world, right?  

Now Jesus, of course, is not saying that all earthly things are bad.  He’s not saying that at all.  In fact, God made us as 
physical creatures. We need food for our bodies.  We need clothes to protect our bodies and to keep our bodies warm.  
We need those things.  Our Creator, the one who made us, created us to need physical things for our lives. Our heavenly 
Father, of course, knows that. And he is the one who supplies us with all our physical blessings. And even the extra 
blessings that we receive from God are not bad. I look around my house, and what do I see? Abundant blessings. I’m 
sure you have them, too. Do I need my Roku LED 4K Ultra High Definition TV? No. But God has blessed me with one. Do 
I need a camper to take my family camping? No. But God has graciously blessed me with one. You see, it’s not sinful to 
have those blessings. Not at all. I know that all the material stuff (as Pastor Pflughoeft called it last week) are blessings 
from God. They are gifts from his hand. 

However, Jesus does give us a warning that treasuring physical stuff can have a negative effect on us spiritually.  Let me 
give you an example of that.  In Galatians 5, the apostle Paul describes some spiritual gifts that God gives to his people.  
He says, “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and 
self-control” (5:22,23). Those are spiritual qualities that come from our God. Those are qualities that I want for my life.  
And you do, too, right? Now, is it easier to have those spiritual qualities when your child spills his Sonic cherry slushy in 
your 2007 Toyota Corolla or when he spills it in your 2022 Chevy Silverado? Do you see what I mean?  You would 
probably be more patient and more gentle and more kind if your child tore a hole in your shirt from Goodwill than if your 
child tore a hole in your shirt from Neiman Marcus, right?   



You see, Jesus gives us a warning about storing up for ourselves earthly stuff because he primarily cares about our 
spiritual welfare.  He wants you to be filled with joy and peace, not to be worried about your 401k.  He wants you to love 
your enemies, not to mouth off at someone who accidently dented your bumper.  He wants you to love your kids, not to 
lose control over a ruined shirt.  So, Jesus says, “Instead, continue to seek the kingdom of God, and all these things 
will be added to you. Do not be afraid, little flock, because your Father is pleased to give you the kingdom. Sell 
your possessions and give to the needy. Provide money bags for yourselves that do not become old, a treasure 
in the heavens that will not fail, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also” (Luke 12:31-34). This is where we can see that Jesus’ way of investing is both safe and 
profitable. A thief isn’t going to climb into heaven and steal your investment. It isn’t going to happen.  He’s not going to 
catch God taking a nap, sneak in and rob you. That’s not going to happen. The Almighty God, your heavenly Father, the 
one who created the universe, the one who has all power and all love for you, the one who knows what you need on a 
daily basis has safeguarded what you need the most. You have an eternal investment. It is so safe. Nobody, not even the 
forces of hell, can rob you of that investment. And it’s profitable. When Paul wrote to the Ephesians, he burst into a song 
of praise when he said, “Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to 
his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, 
for ever and ever! Amen” (Ephesians 3:20,21). God promises that he will bless you in ways that you cannot even 
comprehend or imagine.  And he can do it.  He’s not like your poor uncle that can make all the promises in the world but 
has no way of making good on his promises. This is the God of the universe, who has the means and the ability to make 
things happen. Okay?  It’s important for us to see this. When Jesus tells us to “continue to seek the kingdom of God, 
and all these things will be added to you,” we need to remember who is telling us to do this. It’s Jesus – the almighty 
God of the universe who has the power and ability to make good on all his promises. He tells us to make these heavenly 
investments. If he tells me to seek the kingdom of God, and all these other physical things will be added to me, well, then I 
believe him. 

Focused living properly values heavenly treasure. Right? Focus on the heavenly investments and everything else will fall 
into place. That’s what Jesus is saying. Do you believe him? “Continue to seek the kingdom of God, and all these 
things will be added to you.” Do you believe that? If so, then why do you worry? No, really, why do you worry? I’ll tell 
you that when I find myself worrying about things in my life, there is a really good chance that I have ceased seeking the 
kingdom of God. 

What does Jesus mean by that? He says, “Continue to seek the kingdom of God.” What does that mean? How do we 
continue to seek the kingdom of God? Well, what is the kingdom of God? At first thought we might say “Heaven,” right? 
Yes, the Bible does use the term “kingdom of God” as a synonym for heaven. But I want to encourage you to not just think 
about the kingdom of God as heaven. It’s more than that. In fact, if Jesus is referring to heaven here, that wouldn’t make 
too much sense, would it? Continue to seek heaven? Maybe, I think there is something more here. 

Let me illustrate this for you. What is the Rose Bowl? It is two things, isn’t it? It is a football stadium in Pasadena, 
California. So, it is a place. But the Rose Bowl is also an event. Two teams play a football game called “The Rose Bowl” 
during the first few days of January. So, the Rose Bowl is a place, and it is an activity. That’s also true with the kingdom of 
God. Yes, it’s heaven. But it is also Jesus’ ruling activity in our lives through his Word. Jesus is King of my life. He rules 
my life through the gospel. That’s also how he increases his kingdom. It is through the preaching and proclamation of the 
gospel that Jesus grows his kingdom. 

So, when Jesus says “continue to seek the kingdom of God,” what does he want us to focus on? He wants us to focus 
our attention on his ruling and saving work of bringing more people into his kingdom and keeping people in his kingdom. 
That is what we are to continue to seek.  

Perhaps we can think of it like this. What is the one thing that you can take with you out of this world? Do you know the 
answer? The only thing that you can take with you out of this world is people. That’s our focus. So, if I want an investment 
that is going to be safe and profitable, I will focus on the kingdom of God, which is Jesus’ ruling activity in the lives of 
people. That’s what we focus on. That’s what God focuses on, doesn’t he? Just look at how much God invested in us.  
Jesus considered us a worthy investment. He gave his time for us. He gave his energy for us. He gave his precious life for 
us. And he won for us the safest place we can ever imagine, which is heaven. 

And as Christ’s followers, then, we are willing to also invest in bringing the gospel message to people.  We are willing to 
invest in God’s kingdom. We are willing to invest as a group of Christians in the work of our Lord because we believe this 
investment is worth it. We believe that this investment that we give for people will never be taken away.  In fact, this is the 
investment can truly grow. What’s it going to be like to stand before the throne of Jesus with people to whom we had the 
chance to bring his gospel treasure? Can you just picture the multitudes of people standing before Jesus with you? I can’t 
wait! 

That’s why Jesus encourages us to have a proper focus on real and lasting investments. “Continue to seek the 
kingdom of God, and all these things will be added to you. 32 Do not be afraid, little flock, because your Father is 
pleased to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give to the needy. Provide money bags for 
yourselves that do not become old, a treasure in the heavens that will not fail, where no thief comes near and no 



moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”Let’s focus on how we best can bring the 
message of our Savior to the people of our congregation, to the people of our community, to the people of our world. 
Jesus promises he will take care of all the rest. Invest wisely, my friends.  Invest in the heavenly treasures and you will 
never have to worry. That’s a safe and profitable investment. Amen. 

 


